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Christian Life in Germany as seen in the State and the Church. 

By Edward F. Williams, D.D. Chicago: F. H. Revell Com- 
pany, 1896. Pp. 313. Price Si. 50. 

The Christian people of America need to acquire a more fair 
and impartial view of the religious condition of the German Empire. 
There is enough that is discouraging in every country, but there is no 
gain in misrepresentations. To some minds rationalism and social 
democracy are the first images suggested by German life, and it must 
be confessed that they are powerful forces. In this book one who has 
visited Germany tells us many of the essential facts of a many-sided 
life; of home, school, industry, classes, state and church. There is a 
brief sketch of the moral, religious, and industrial movements of the 
century. The rise, growth, and present status of the foreign-mission 
societies are clearly set forth. One of the most complete accounts to 
be found in English is given of the Inner Mission, the philanthropic 
service of the Evangelicals for their own country. There is some 
repetition, due to following Schaefer at one place and Weber's books 
at another. Too little notice is given to the economic and political 
service of Evangelicals and Catholics ; Naumann, Gohre, and Raiffei- 
sen not being mentioned. But these slight limitations do not seriously 
detract from the value of the volume. American Christians can learn 
very much from the Inner Mission. It has united the divided forces 
of Protestantism, given fields of usefulness to the laity, made thousands 
of men and women feel that the church was for them as well as for the 
clergy, opened the sympathies of the nation, compelled cold rational- 
ists to see the value of a heart piety, educated the conscience of the 
rich and the learned, brought the officials of government into more 
humane relations with the poor, given directness and power to preach- 
ing, and helped to set Christianity before the alienated multitude as a 
living force in our own age. The story is so well told in this volume 
that it can be heartily commended to the leaders of religious life. 

C. R. Henderson. 



